IIP          MONOTHEISM OF HINDU RELIGION

effulgence, effulgence into colour, colour into air, and air into
touch, touch into ether, ether into sound and the senses to their
various presiding deities. The deities resolve themselves into
mind and the latter terminates in Ahankara, the sound in Tamasa
(Ahankara) and that too which lords over all in Mahat. The
principle of Mahat:, surcharged "with qualities, terminates in its
own qualities, they again in the Prakriti and this is undecaying
time; the time ends in the great Purusha that extends illusion and
Purusha ends in God who is Atman and unborn, the soul exists
in itself and is devoid of the marks of difference. As the rising
of the Sun removes darkness from the sky, so the misconceived
notion of difference disappears from his mind who views things
in this light.

The learned are enamoured of the Vedas because they have
proceeded from the Lord. As by various means of consultation
medicine is offered to a boy, so the Vedas indirectly give instruc-
tions in actions for the liberation therefrom. That ignorant person,
who having no control over his senses, does not perform action,
laid down in the Vedas, repeatedly becomes subject to birth and
death on account of the impiety for the non-performance of pres-
cribed rites. A man, being dissociated and consigning everything
to the Lord, can attain that accomplished state where there is no
action, by the performance of those actions only that are laid down
in the Vedas; the Sruti relating to the fruits is only for urging them
(to actions). Whoever wishes to snap the fetters of egoism in
this body, should with vedic rites accompanied by Tantric rites
worship the Deity Kesava. Acquiring the grace of the preceptor
and, following the mode of worship pointed out by him, he should
adore the Great Purusha through the image he likes as said in
Srimad Bhagavatham. Sitting in a pure state before the ido! and
purifying his body by the suppression of vital breaths and other
processes he should adore Hari. At first adoring in his mind,
flowers, earth, Atman and the idol and then with articles of worship
as acquired, arranging vessels for keeping water to wash feet and
other things he should invoke Him to the image, whom, with
concentration he adores Hari in his mind; then subduing his mind
etc., he should worship it with principal Mantras. Then the entire
family, children and grand children should adore it with respective
Mantras accompanied by perfumes, garlands, sunburnt paddy,